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MONTANA PUBLIC RADIO PLEDGE WEEK BEGINS SATURDAY
MISSOULA —
Montana Public Radio will hold its annual Pledge Week from Saturday, Feb. 21, 
through Sunday, March 1.
In the past, Pledge Week has been held in late March or early April, but the station has 
made the decision to shift the event to February -  mainly because of the weather.
“Colder, wintry weather is good pledging weather,” said Linda Talbott, the station’s 
associate director and head of the fundraising department. “Late March and early April are 
most often warmer and sunnier -  not so great for pledging.”
“A second benefit to holding Pledge Week in winter is freeing up staff to work on 
other events in the late spring, like preparing for live broadcasts from the National Folk 
Festival,” said Program Director Michael Marsolek.
At a time when most other news organizations have been cutting staff, MTPR has 
added a new reporter in the Flathead, and the station sent the only reporters from Montana to 
the 2008 national political conventions.
“Our audience has high expectations of our service and, in turn, we count on them to
help provide the needed financial support,” said Station Director William Marcus.
The financial goal for Pledge Week is $460,000.
MTPR listeners not only get involved in Pledge Week by giving money, but also by 
giving thank-you gifts to encourage other listeners to make pledges.
“It all started years ago, when one listener offered to rake someone’s yard if they 
would pledge,” Talbott said. “Now we receive thousands of items, ranging from homemade 
chocolate cake to luxury vacation cabins.”
Pledge Week begins at 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 21, with a “Grand Reading” of the 
donated premiums.
Known throughout the nation for keeping the fun in its on-air fundraising, the station 
plans to air a comedy special during Pledge Week, plus live classical and jazz performances 
and the much-anticipated “Pet Wars” finale.
The comedy show, set to air from 7:30 to 10 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26, will be co­
produced by Bruce Miklus and Marsolek.
The String Orchestra of the Rockies, along with guest guitarist Pablo Sainz Villegas, 
will play live on the radio at 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28.
Jazz chanteuse Eden Atwood will be in the studios to perform Sunday afternoon, 
March 1.
Listeners can pledge and vote for their favorite cats, dogs, chickens, horses and more 
from 5 p.m. to midnight March 1, when the species winning the most votes will be
announced. Then it is all over ... until next winter.
For more information about MTPR Pledge Week, call 406-243-4931.
m
LT/bd
Local, state, specialized western 
021709mtpr
